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The apparatus has . a laser diode (4) that irradiates a laser beam in 
forming a latent. image based on an image data. The lighting position of 
the laser diode can be modified at the pixel end area in the side 
direction of a linear image area using a position controller (1) . 

The position controller performs' selection control on the lighting 
position of the laser diode based on the line thickness of a linear 
image . 

ADVANTAGE - Determines line thickness of positive and negative 
images without changing colour tone and outline, since lighting 
position of laser diode is changed and amount of irradiated laser beam 
is- adjusted without altering gradation data of image data. 
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